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strikingly exemplified than in supplying the two old dilapidated Spanish forts with men and guns at Mobile Bay and at the mouth of the Mississippi.
From the day Jackson arrived until the great battle of January 8th, it is doubtful if any general in any country, or in any age, in the same time ever did the same amount of intelligent and successful work in preparing to fight a great battle. It is certain that history furnishes no instance of such a campaign with such success, accomplished with such resources and such disparity in numbers.
The man who had come to save New Orleans from the rapacity and cruelty which had followed the trail of the army on the Canadian line, or sacrifice his own life with the life of every man who would stand by him to the last moment, proceeded at once with an intelligence, a foresight, and a vigilance perhaps never found in any other general in preparing for a great battle. He exhausted all available resotirces in getting ready with a small force of militia, poorly equipped, with no record behind them except as Indian fighters and squirrel hunters, to fight a great army of the most renowned soldiers in the world. The preparation to fight this battle, coupled with his deliberately formed purpose as to what he would finally do in a certain event, as truly shows his character, perhaps, as anything in his whole life. While he had made up his mind to sacrifice himself and his army or drive the British back to sea, and believing that this terrible ordeal might come, he determined by herculean effort he would give his soldiers the benefit of all the means of defense which skill and labor could provide. His genius in war enabled him to determine in what way the British army would approach the city, and what special moves would be made to break the center or flank him. Two things he decided on: First, that every available man, citizen, or soldier, who did not have a gun or could not be furnished with one, should beaway all rights.and desponding, hung upon him like an incubus, and paralyzed all his exertions. In regard to this House of Assembly theng the conqueror of Europe, driving him into exile, and restoring Louis XVIII to the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
